
 

  

 

Recommended Books 

 
The White Girl  
Author - Tony Birch 
Genre - Fiction 
 
Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the fringes of a small country town. Raising her 
granddaughter Sissy on her own, Odette has managed to stay under the radar of the welfare 
authorities who are removing Aboriginal children from their communities. When the menacing 
Sergeant Lowe arrives in town, determined to fully enforce the law, any freedom that Odette 
and Sissy enjoy comes under grave threat. Odette must make an impossible choice to 
protect her family. In The White Girl, Tony Birch has created memorable characters whose 
capacity for love and courage are a timely reminder of the endurance of the human spirit.  
 
 
Fire Country  
Author - Victor Steffenson 
Genre - Non-Fiction 
 
Delving deep into the Australian landscape and the environmental challenges we face, Fire 
Country is a powerful account from Indigenous land management expert Victor Steffensen 
on how the revival of cultural burning practices, and improved 'reading' of country, could help 
to restore our land. 
 
 
 
Too Much Lip 
Author - Melissa Lucashenko  
Genre – Fiction 
 
Wise-cracking Kerry Salter has spent a lifetime avoiding two things - her hometown and 
prison. But now her Pop is dying, and she's an inch away from the lockup, so she heads 
south on a stolen Harley. 
 
Kerry plans to spend twenty-four hours, tops, over the border. She quickly discovers, though, 
that Bundjalung country has a funny way of grabbing on to people. Old family wounds open 
as the Salters fight to stop the development of their beloved river. And the unexpected arrival 
on the scene of a good-looking dugai fella intent on loving her up only adds more trouble - 
but then trouble is Kerry's middle name. 
 
  



 

  

 

Sand Talk 
Author - Tyson Yunkaporta  
Genre – Non-Fiction 
 
What happens when global systems are viewed from an Indigenous perspective? How does 
it affect the way we see history, money, power and learning? Could it change the world? This 
remarkable book is about everything from echidnas to evolution, cosmology to cooking, sex 
and science and spirits to Schrodinger's cat. 
 
Tyson Yunkaporta looks at global systems from an Indigenous perspective. He asks how 
contemporary life diverges from the pattern of creation. How does this affect us? How can we 
do things differently? 
 
 
 
Dark Emu 
Author – Bruce Pasoce 
Genre – Non-Fiction 
 
Dark Emu puts forward an argument for a reconsideration of the hunter-gatherer tag for pre-
colonial Aboriginal Australians. The evidence insists that Aboriginal people right across the 
continent were using domesticated plants, sowing, harvesting, irrigating, and storing — 
behaviours inconsistent with the hunter-gatherer tag. 
 
 
 
Growing up an Aboriginal in Australia 
Author – Anita Heiss 
Genre – Non-Fiction 
 
 
What is it like to grow up Aboriginal in Australia? This anthology, compiled by award-winning 
author Anita Heiss, showcases many diverse voices, experiences and stories to answer that 
question. 
 
Accounts from well-known authors and high-profile identities sit alongside those from newly 
discovered writers of all ages. The contributors speak from the heart – sometimes calling for 
empathy, oftentimes challenging stereotypes, always demanding respect. 
  



 

  

 

My Place 
Author – Sally Morgan 
Genre – Non-Fiction 
 
 
My Place is the autobiographical account of Sally Morgan's discovery of her family's 
Indigenous roots. In 1982, Sally Morgan travelled back to her grandmother's birthplace. What 
started as a tentative search for information about her family, turned into an overwhelming 
emotional and spiritual pilgrimage. 
 
  
Finding the Heart of the Nation 
Author – Thomas Mayor 
Genre – Non-Fiction 
 
Since the Uluru Statement from the Heart was formed in 2017, Thomas Mayor has travelled 
around the country to promote its vision of a better future for Indigenous Australians. He’s 
visited communities big and small, often with the Uluru Statement canvas rolled up in a tube 
under his arm. Through the story of his own journey and interviews with 20 key people, 
Thomas taps into a deep sense of our shared humanity. The voices within these chapters 
make clear what the Uluru Statement is and why it is so important. And Thomas hopes you 
will be moved to join them, along with the growing movement of Australians who want to see 
substantive constitutional change. Thomas believes that we will only find the heart of our 
nation when the First peoples – the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders – are recognised 
with a representative Voice enshrined in the Australian Constitution. 
 
 
Terra Nullis 
Author – Claire G. Coleman  
Genre – Fiction 
 
The Natives of the Colony are restless. The Settlers are eager to have a nation of peace, and 
to bring the savages into line. Families are torn apart, re-education is enforced. This rich land 
will provide for all. 
 
This is not Australia as we know it. This is not the Australia of our history. This Terra Nullius 
is something new, but all too familiar. 
  
 
FOX (1988) 
Author – Bruce Pascoe 
Genre – Fiction 
 
The first book in the series following the main character Jim Fox and his family.  
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 
Ruby-eyed Coucal (1996) 
Author – Bruce Pascoe 
Genre – Fiction 
 
The second book in the series following the main character Jim Fox and his family.  
 
 
Shark (1999) 
Author – Bruce Pascoe 
Genre – Fiction 
 
The third book in the series following the main character Jim Fox and his family.  
 
 
Wild Cat Falling (1965) 
Author - Mudrooroo 
Genre - Fiction 
 
Considered to be the first novel published by an Aboriginal Australian. It follows the story of 
an Aboriginal youth in the 1960s. Part storytelling/ stream of consciousness of the main 
character. 
 
 
Dark as Last night 
Author – Tony Birch 
Genre - Fiction 
 
A collection of powerful short stories featuring different places and characters.  
 
 
Tracks (1980) 
Author – Robyn Davidson 
Genre - Memoir 
 
A memoir depicting Robyn Davidson's epic adventure across the Australian wilderness. 
Beautifully describes the Australian landscape and its complexities. Made into a fantastic film 
as well. 
 
 
Travelling Light a collection of essays (1993) 
Author – Robyn Davidson 
Genre – Memoir/Essay 
 
An essay style book about various parts of Australia. Interesting description and exploration 
of Indigenous Australians. 
 
 



 

  

 

 
The Rabbits  
Authors – John Marsden and Shaun Tan 
Genre – Fiction 
 
A book for upper primary students. Uses a clever metaphor to explore early Australian 
colonisation. Shaun Tan is a local Melbourne writer and illustrator. 
 
 
The Yield (2019) 
Author – Tara June Winch 
Genre – Historical Fiction 
 
Tara June Winch is a local Wiradjuri author, and this book received a lot of critical acclaim, 
including most notably winning the 2020 Miles Franklin Literary Award - perhaps the highest 
literary prize in Australia. She weaves together various stories within this work, including 
using Wiradjuri language, for example 'yield' means 'the things you give to'. 
 
 
The End of the Game (2002) 
Author – Michael Fiddian 
Genre – Fiction 
 
This book follows the main character through his connection to his small local town and their 
passion for footy. However, it becomes more complex when his teammate suffers racial 
abuse. This is an interesting story about the passion for sport and the impact of racism. The 
central character in this story is also a North Melbourne supporter. 
 
 
Truganini - Journey through the Apocalypse (2020) 
Author – Cassandra Pybus 
Genre – Fiction 
 
This award-winning book collected the national biography award in 2021. Truganini is often 
discussed in literature, however, not much has been written specifically about her. 
Cassandra Pybus's ancestors lived on Bruny Island (in south -eastern Tasmania) and so she 
has a personal connection to this important story.  
 
 
William Cooper – ‘A Gentle Warrior’ (2012) 
Author: Barbara Miller 
Genre: Biography 
 
In this book you will be taken back to a significant time in Australian history, wherein a brilliant 
and dignified Aboriginal man William Cooper bravely challenged the norms of his country. This 
Yorta Yorta man brought change and fought for the human rights of several groups of people 
who were victims of persecution.  
 



 

  

 

 
The Naked Boy and the Crocodile - stories by children from remote Indigenous 
communities (2010) 
Author – Stories collated together by Andy Griffiths 
Genre – Fiction with (Illustrations) 
 
In 2008-2010, bestselling and much-loved children's author Andy Griffiths travelled around 
Australia in his role as an ILF (Indigenous Literacy Foundation) ambassador. He ran writing 
and illustrating workshops with children from remote Indigenous communities in Manyallaluk, 
Beswick and Daly River (NT), Wyndham, Fitzroy Crossing and Warburton (WA). 
 
The Naked Boy and the Crocodile is a collection of 13 stories from these workshops. The 
book tell tales of playing with friends, riding motorbikes, picking berries, hunting for emu eggs 
and wild pigs, terrifying turkeys and angry mamus. 
 
These stories are more than just an entertaining read. The book offers students in the city an 
insight into the lives of their colleagues who live in remote, isolated areas of Australia. The 
stories, told in the children’s own pictures and words, show how different the lives and 
experiences are when you live in the bush. 
  
Daughter of the River Country (2021) 
Authors: Dianne O’Brien with Sue Williams 
Genre: Memoir 
 
From a Stolen Generations survivor comes a remarkable memoir of abuse, survival – and 
ultimately hope. Born in country NSW in the 1940s, baby Dianne is immediately taken from 
her Aboriginal mother. Raised in the era of the White Australia policy, Dianne grows up 
believing her adoptive Irish mother, Val, is her birth mother. Val promises Dianne that one 
day they will take a trip, and she will 'tell her a secret'. 
 
White Australia Has A Black History (2019)  
Author: Barbara Miller  
Genre: Biography 
 
This is not your typical Australian History book or biography. Behind the dominant story is the 
black history of white Australia as seen through the eyes and life of William Cooper and other 
First Nations People. 
 
Shattered Lives Broken Dreams: William Cooper and Australian Aborigines Protest 
Holocaust 
Author: Barbara Miller 
Genre: Biography 
 
This true story will inspire you to stand up and be counted and to make a difference. The 
Nazis shatter glass and shatter the lives of European Jews at Kristallnacht, the start of the 
Holocaust. An Australian Aboriginal, William Cooper, leads the campaign for civil rights for 
his people who are dying of poverty and mistreatment around him. 
 



 

  

 

 
William Cooper: An Aboriginal Life Story (2023) 
Author: Bain Attwood 
Genre: Biography 
 
An important tribute to the work and life of an extraordinary Aboriginal activist. William 
Cooper's passionate struggle against the dispossession of Aboriginal people and the denial 
of their rights and his heroic fight for them to become citizens in their own country has been 
widely commemorated and celebrated. This book reveals how the first seventy years of 
Cooper's life inspired the remarkable political work he undertook in the 1930s. 
 
Hand in Hand (2010) 
Authors: Anne Sarzin and Lisa Miranda Sarzin 
 
An inspiring account of a journey of care and understanding being undertaken by two 
very significant Australian communities — the Australian Jewish community on the one hand, 
and on the other, Australia’s Indigenous Community — The First Australians.  

 

 

 


